Chair Report ~ 2026

Welcome everyone to the Golden Rescue AGM…or more accurately our full name is the Canadian Golden Retriever Adoption Service Inc…also known as ‘The Organization That Thinks Golden Fur is Both a Fashion Accessory and a Condiment’.  All of us have left our homes wearing golden glitter and we are proud of it.

In 2025, Golden Rescue gave 214 Goldens their second chance.  214 Goldens who found safety, care, love, medical support, patience, couches to sleep on, and families who pretend they weren’t planning to let them share the bed.

And early this the year, we rescued our 5,000th Golden.  That’s quite the milestone and congratulations to us all.  We all wish that rescue wasn’t necessary or needed but it’s a sad fact that we are and will be for the foreseeable future.  As long as Goldens need rescuing, long may we continue to help as many as possible.  

And our 5,000th Golden was sweet Rosie #5000.  Look at those eyes…they are beautiful and I suspect grateful.  So, on that note, here’s to another 5,000…IF we’re needed.

And that number matters.  Because behind every one of those 5.000 Goldens is a story.  Some came to us scared.  Some arrived sick or neglected.  Some had lost the only home they’d ever known.  And every single one arrived with that same quiet hope they somehow always carry…that maybe the next family will love them forever.

And that’s where all of you come in.

Golden Rescue is powered by volunteers.  Not just a few volunteers ~ an army of them.  An extraordinarily compassionate, occasionally sleep-deprived, dog-hair-covered army.

Our intake team does the heavy lifting of bringing Goldens into our arms, often navigating complicated and emotional situations with kindness and grace.


Our foster families, more than 200 of them, are truly the heart and soul of Golden Rescue.  They open their homes and hearts to Goldens who may be frightened, confused, unwell or simply exhausted from life.  Foster families are where healing begins.  They are where they learn that people can be trusted again, where tails start wagging again, and where they discover that stealing socks is not only tolerated, but sometimes photographed and posted on social media.


And behind those foster families are our foster onboarding team and foster mentors, patiently guiding new fosters through everything from “How do I stop this Golden from counter surfing?” to “Is it normal for them to follow me into the bathroom?”  And yes…yes, it is.

Then our placement and home visit teams step in to perform what often feels like matchmaking magic…finding forever families where these Goldens will be loved and cherished for the rest of their lives.

And somehow, behind the scenes, dozens upon dozens of other volunteers keep everything moving: transports, fundraising, administration, events, social media, auctions, newsletters, merchandise, calendars, donor support with hundreds of emails and telephone calls each day.

Honestly, if Golden Rescue were a corporation, we’d have consultants writing books about organizational excellence.  Instead, we have volunteers bribing dogs with liver treats to sit nicely for calendar photos.


We are also deeply grateful to our supporting veterinarians, who care for our Goldens with tremendous compassion and generosity.  Their discounted and donated services help us save lives every single day.  Rescue is expensive…very expensive.  Our Goldens, unfortunately, have never once offered to contribute financially.

This past year also reminded us how important community is.

Our annual picnic was once again a joyful, chaotic, fur-filled celebration where  volunteers reconnect.  Foster families see Goldens they once cared for thriving with their adoptive families.  And everywhere you look, there are Goldens swimming, smiling, leaning against strangers, stealing hot dogs, and generally acting as if they personally organized the event.

At the picnic, we celebrated five Golden Heroes: Val Barker, Jo Celentano, Nicola Mitchell, Robyn Scott, and Lee Trempe — volunteers who each give extraordinary amounts of time, energy, compassion, and leadership to this organization.  The truth is, Golden Rescue survives because of people like them.

We also continued attending events throughout the year, spreading awareness about rescue and connecting with the public.  Goldens are exceptionally good ambassadors for this work, mostly because people cannot walk past one without saying, “Ohhhh…look at this beautiful Golden!”.  And honestly, neither can we.

We continue advocating against the CFIA restrictions affecting international rescues.  Progress has been frustratingly slow, but if there is one thing rescue people understand, it’s persistence.  We do not give up easily…especially when dogs need us.

We were also honoured to continue our partnership with Louise Penny, our wonderful spokesperson and supporter.  Louise invited us to her pre-launch event for The Black Wolf in Knowlton, Quebec, where we had the opportunity to speak about Golden Rescue and the work all of you make possible.

This year we also reinstated our care team, who followed up with adopters after placement.  The stories and photos that came back were incredible.  Goldens sleeping belly-up on couches, Goldens hiking, Goldens cuddling children.  Goldens who had once been frightened now smiling like they had won the lottery.  And in many ways, they have.

Financially, we remain in good shape.  Our Wishbone Lottery raised over $100,000…an incredible achievement.  Our online auction, store, calendar, monthly donors, legacy giving program, and donor community continue to sustain this rescue in ways that cannot be overstated.

We also want to extend enormous thanks to Sharon Kelly for 15 years of outstanding service as Treasurer.  Sharon leaves behind an extraordinary legacy, and we are grateful that Heather Marsden-Glen has stepped into the role and will continue that excellent stewardship.

Our website, newsletters, and social media remain absolutely phenomenal.  We have more than 40 volunteers helping manage those platforms, ensuring that every plea, every success story, every urgent need, and every happy tail reach thousands of people.

What amazes me most about Golden Rescue is this:

We are a community built entirely around compassion.  People here give their time, their energy, their homes, their weekends, their vacation days, their hearts …all because somewhere out there is a Golden Retriever who needs help.

And what happens next is extraordinary.

A frightened Golden becomes confident again.
A lonely senior finds companionship.
A family grieving a loss finds joy again.
A Golden who had nowhere to go suddenly has a couch, a backyard, a favourite toy, and someone saying, “There you are.  We’ve been waiting for you.”

That is what Golden Rescue does.

Not just rescue.  Transformation.

And finally, I want to thank my fellow board members for their wisdom, leadership, and unwavering commitment to this organization.  Serving alongside all of you is an honour.

To every volunteer, foster, adopter, donor, veterinarian, supporter, and Golden-loving volunteer and supporter…THANK YOU!!!  Because of you, hundreds of Goldens got their second chance.  

And if you ask our Goldens, I think they’d tell you they got exactly what every Golden wants most:  Someone to love them forever.
