2025 AGM Chair Report

Good evening. 

Pic #001
Thank you so much for joining us tonight for Golden Rescue’s AGM 2025 ~ 35 years strong.  During AGM prep, I am always reflecting on the past year, but this year for me was special. 

Pic #002
You see, I started to volunteer for GR when I was in my 40s.  We had just adopted our first rescue, Jake #424.  Golden Rescue, very shortly, will be rescuing our 5,000th Golden and I turned 70.  I don’t know how either of these happened.  The years have just flown by.  When I was asked to help way back then with the marketing, there were just a small handful of dedicated, exhausted volunteers mainly rescuing Goldens in Southern Ontario.  We now have over 5,000 volunteers right across Canada and our rescue efforts have been both national and international. 

Last year, like always, was busy as we rescued 245 Goldens and 10 Golden wannabes.  Most of the rescue stories have joyous outcomes, some are sad, and most are amazing.  

Pics #003 & 004
Like when we rescued 25 Goldens from Manitoba with only a couple of days notice.  The rallying of fosters, transporters, people with trucks, and other volunteers was a mammoth task.  We had two Goldens escape during the transport and that is a story that Patti will touch upon but suffice to say, we got them back and all 25 are now safe, healthy, and adopted.  Every rescue story is different and our efforts are only possible because of our dedicated teams ~ intakes, fosters, foster onboarding, foster mentors, home visits, transports, placements, and the hotline.  They perform miracles every day and we are so very grateful to all those who help our Goldens along their journey.

Pic #005
As part of our national growth efforts, we have partnered with Canadian Wings of Rescue and they have already helped us rescue BY AIR a number of Goldens in need.  And every one of those Goldens took their flights in stride as if flying was an every day thing for them.  

Pic #006
Last year, we committed to publishing The Guardian monthly instead of quarterly and now 12 issues of our newsletter go out to over 25,000 supporters each month.

Pic #007
We were very fortunate to convince Louise Penny, New York Times best selling author and Golden Rescue adopter, to become our spokesperson along with her Goldens, Muggins and Charlie #4834.  We produced 12 videos with Louise on various subjects like adopting, volunteering, fostering, donating, etc.  These were showcased in the Guardian and subsequently made available through our various social media platforms and on our website.

Pics #008, #009 & #010
We continue our fight with the CFIA about the international ban, with little success, but we have no intention of giving up because we have to speak out for those with no voices.  After all, we are ONE world.  When Jane and I went to Cairo eight years ago, one of our rescue partners housed 800 dogs in their shelter.  Today they have over 3,500 dogs in their care and their need is dire.  Jane will speak more about this shortly.  We will prevail eventually, because we know our cause is just.  When I think about my sweet Kili #4171, who is laying at my feet right now, her life is good in Canada and there’s no doubt she would not be alive today had we not rescued her from Cairo.



Pic #011
We facilitated a ‘Coats for Cairo’ campaign to get sweaters and coats to the aforementioned shelter in time for winter so we could help in some small way.  Our supporters were utterly amazing and we were able to send over 1,000 coats and sweaters to the shelter as well as some funds to help with vet care.

Pic #012
We continue to build our teams.  We have reinstated our care team, whose members followed-up with all our adopters to see how their Goldens were doing.  They did a fabulous job and, in the process, we identified some issues that were mostly resolved.  The heartwarming stories and photos we received were overwhelming.

Pic #013
Our digital media, website, and eblast teams of 40+ people continues going from strength to strength and are likely the envy of many large corporations in terms of our content, creativity, and freshness.

Pic #014
Our GR calendar as always was gorgeous and the commemorative dates are so popular they pay for the printing before it is even released for sale.

Pic #015
We took a break last year from the Wishbone Lottery but it is being reinstated this year and is now underway.  Here’s hoping for a sell-out year.

Our online auctions have also been fun and successful.  We did it twice last year plus a raffle at the picnic but found it was too much, so we’ve decided to do the online auction just once a year.



Pics #016, 017, 018, 019
And speaking of the picnic, last year’s picnic was a hoot and another huge success. We attempted two Guinness World Records.  We tried for the largest dog wedding and it was beautiful and fun to participate in.  Lloyd Robertson officiated the wedding ceremony; however, we ultimately fell short of that record.  We did, however, blow the doors off the largest dog cake attempt.  The previous record was a 310-pound cake and ours was a whopping 414-pounds…a wedding cake of course…and gorgeous to boot.  Julie will talk more about the picnic later.

Pics #020, 021, 022, 023
This is the second year where we have honoured Golden Heroes at the picnic. In 2024, we chose Betty James, a creative genius who designs most of our collateral materials including the newsletter and calendar, Joan & John Stalker, who are the epitome of the perfect fosters, Julie Marriott who performs miracles every week leading our transport team and especially for pulling together the Manitoba rescue mission, and Susan Hill, a fantastic supporter, foster, and vet tech who has helped us with many health-issue Goldens.  These volunteers were all so deserving as they truly are Golden Heroes.

Pic #024
The GR store added a number of new and interesting items last year many of which can be personalized and customized.  Of course, we also have many other behind-the-scenes teams like our treasury, data, and events teams who work tirelessly but are not as visible as some.  Thank you for all you do.

Pic #025
And finally, it is my pleasure to tell you that Golden Rescue is financially healthy, in part due to our successful legacy program.  We have had many lean years so this is a nice change.


Pic #026
My heartfelt thanks to our amazing board of directors and to all our volunteers and supporters.  Together we have brought joy, love, and gratitude to so many Goldens who needed a second chance.  They emphasize the transformative power of adoption and the profound bond that develops between them and their new families.  And the Goldens, in turn, have brought joy and love to those who have adopted them.  Thank you!








