
LINKS DURING LAYOUT:
-Do not use & in any EMAIL subject lines
-Do not copy/paste pages (or sections of pages) with existing links – re-order pages instead!
-Emails MUST have mailto: prior to name 

D1 CHECKS:
-Search & replace the … with ...
-Search a.m. p.m. & replace with am pm
-Search e-transfer / e-blast / e-mail & remove hyphen
-Search 2 or 4 spaces & replace with 1

FINAL:
-Copy all photos to next year Calendar!!!!!  
-IBC/Angel photos too!!!!!
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ON THE COVER 
Rosie #5000 ~ We are grateful to the many caring 
people at Golden Rescue for matching Rosie 
with us. She is very affectionate and playful and 
enthusiastically greets all our guests. Per & Joey

Rosie is 
featured 
here in our 
MILESTONE 
5000 logo.  

Mailing address:  
PO Box 31026, Barrie, ON  L4N 0B3

The official publication for Golden Rescue,  
a not-for-profit rescue and  

adoption service for Golden Retrievers.

Editor: Viive Tamm  Creative Director: Betty James

If you have any comments or suggestions for the 
Guardian, please email guardian@goldenrescue.ca.

All the Guardian issues since 2013  
are on our website. If you’d like to read  

past issues, please click HERE.

Articles/photos may be reproduced with the  
express permission of The Guardian team. 

GOLDEN RESCUE MISSION STATEMENT
SECOND CHANCES FOR GOLDENS IN NEED

Our comprehensively volunteer-run organization is 
dedicated to ensuring each and every rescued  

Golden receives exceptional care, regardless of the 
extent of their needs. We provide veterinary care, 

rehabilitation, behaviour training, and numerous other 
services to help our Goldens prepare for their second 

chance with a loving forever family. We also help 
educate people about the virtues of rescue.

Our core values are our guiding principles ~ integrity, 
kindness, compassion ~ delivered without judgment.

DECEMBER 2025  |  ISSUE 133
THE GUARDIAN

Golden RescueTM is a registered trademark of the Canadian 
Golden Retriever Adoption Service Inc.

‘Like’ us on Facebook and ‘Follow’ us on 
Threads, Instagram, and Pinterest to stay  

up-to-date on what’s happening with  
Golden Rescue. Click on the icons here  
(or on our website) to stay connected! 

DON’T MISS OUT ON  
GOLDEN NEWS!

SHADOW #1342

We send out regular Adoption Alerts  
and eblasts for News & Events...

AND NOW, OUR FREE GUARDIAN!

To stay ‘in-the-know’ about Golden news 

C L I C K  H E R E  TO JOIN  
OUR MAILING LIST

or sign up by going to our website (click 
on ‘Join our mailing list’ on the top right-

hand corner and follow the prompts).

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

ROSIE 
#5000

SHADOW 
#1342

SPARKY 
#2154

SAM 
#3000

KALEN 
#4028

mailto:guardian%40goldenrescue.ca?subject=I%20have%20a%20GR%20Guardian%20inquiry%21
https://www.goldenrescue.ca/archive-the-guardian/
https://goldenrescue.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=3e8c424adc32f6c416f1c2910&id=ea9db82c37
https://www.goldenrescue.ca
https://www.facebook.com/goldenrescuecanada
https://www.instagram.com/goldenrescuecanada/
https://www.pinterest.ca/goldenrescueca/
https://www.threads.net/@goldenrescuecanada
https://www.youtube.com/user/GoldenRescueCanada
https://www.goldenrescue.ca


GOLDENRESCUE.CA    |    

ISSUE 133 | DECEMBER 2025

3

RORY #4187RORY #4187

TO ALL OUR  
RESCUERS & 
SUPPORTERS

Happy  
Holidays

THANK YOU  
for saving and changing lives

THANK YOU 
for all the happy beginnings

THANK YOU 
for sacrificing so much

THANK YOU  
for never giving up

https://www.goldenrescue.ca
https://www.facebook.com/goldenrescuecanada
https://www.instagram.com/goldenrescuecanada/
https://www.pinterest.ca/goldenrescueca/
https://www.threads.net/@goldenrescuecanada
https://www.youtube.com/user/GoldenRescueCanada
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Louise Penny, along with her beloved Goldens, Muggins and Charlie 
#4834, are here to talk about the IMPORTANCE OF FUNDRAISING. 

Golden Rescue has helped over 5,000 Goldens get the second chance they 
need. The average cost of putting one Golden through the program is around 
$2,000. There are two truths about rescue ~ it never sleeps and rescue 
is expensive. We rely entirely on 
fundraising efforts, adoption fees, and 
donations. Here’s how you can help. 
The single best way is to become a 
monthly donor. Monthly donations 
help us predict our guaranteed 
annual income; however, any and all 
donations are gratefully accepted. 
Simply go to our website for all 
donating options or call the hotline 
and someone will be happy to help. 
Thank you for coming to our rescue!

Watch Louise’s important message 
HERE to learn about about how 
important fundraising is. 

LOUISE WITH MUGGINS & LOUISE WITH MUGGINS & 
CHARLIE #4834CHARLIE #4834

LOUISE 
PENNY  
to the 

RESCUE

After being adopted and returned and having 
moved through several foster families, I 
expected that Leyla would have some difficulty 
settling in. That was not the case. From day 
one, she seemed to know that she was home. 
And she felt like home to me as well...she truly 
belonged here. I live and run our business from my farm, so Leyla has 
a lot of work to do. She is a greeter, makes sure the horses are fed and 
taken care of, and works in the office. She loves her car rides when 
we have to get supplies or drive to the mailbox. She loves hanging 
out in the barn with my retired mare, Majestosa. Leyla lays down in 
Majestosa’s stall and they munch on hay together. Majestosa doesn’t 
mind, even if she is technically stealing her food. In the evenings, she 
enjoys yoga with Ben, my cat, and in the summer, she enjoys lounging 
by the pool with me. Even though she ran hot when she arrived (hot 
enough to have a cooling pad sent with her), she now loves sleeping 
in front of the fireplace. It’s been nearly two years since my sister and 
I drove to meet her. She hopped into our car and we’ve never looked 
back.

Kimberly

MEET & 
GREET  
LEYLA 
#4373

Watch  
HERE!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7KBOQdnDXkA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7KBOQdnDXkA
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Dear Goldie: Before being surrendered, my 
sister and I lived in a kennel and did ‘our 
jobs’ on concrete. It was the only world 
we knew. Our foster parents were puzzled 
when we wouldn’t pee or poo in the yard, 
thinking we might prefer to do it on a 
walk. But going for a walk on a leash was 
new for us too. After three walks the first 
day, we both still had not done anything. 
On the fourth walk, my sister suddenly 
poo-ed right on the sidewalk. Later that 
night, I woke up dad to go pee, but when 
outside I still couldn’t see any concrete 
until dad walked me across a parking lot. 
I was so happy...at last I’d found my spot. 
With time, we have both adjusted and now 
do do-dos on grass (and it doesn’t splash 
up...teehee). Sheldon
Dear Sheldon: You raise a good point. Goldens 
are like snowflakes with none of us the same. 
I’m pleased you succeeded in communicating 
your needs and learned behaviour. Now you have 
broadened your options, making life easier for 
both you and your new family. We’re all creatures 

of habit. Just an FYI, some pet parents can’t 
bring themselves to pee in public washrooms 
(ha-ha).

Dear Goldie: What does it mean when a 
Golden rolls on his or her back? “To roll or 
not to roll, that is the question” ~ you get 
the drift? Don’t need to get all Shakesfear 
on ya. For me, I love to roll on my back to 
get a belly rub. Rolland            
Dear Rolland: Good for you Rolland. You’re 
obviously feeling relaxed and not threatened. 
However, not all Goldens feel this about the belly 
rub. Some Goldens will never feel confident in 
that position. Others may roll on their back to 
show embarrassment or acceptance of another’s 
dominance. Sometimes when a pet parent says 
“Who did that?” their Golden will immediately 
roll over on their back to accept blame, as in 
“Busted...it was me who barfed on the carpet!”.

Dear Goldie: I had never been in a car 
before I was adopted at six years old. 
When I got into the car, I started yawning 
a lot, big time. Mom and dad just thought I 
was tired and relaxed but the next thing I 
did was barf. They didn’t put two and two 
together until it became a pattern of car 
sickness. Lucky for me, I only go in the car 
once a year for my vet visit. How come 
other Goldens seem to enjoy the car ride? 
They look so happy, smiling with their heads 
out the window. Star 
Dear Star: Early learning is key. You unfortunately 
missed your critical learning period at a young 
age. You are a calm but car sick passenger. 

Other Goldens can be frightened to the point of 
full-blown panic when faced with the dreaded 
car ride. For some, a crate may be the answer, 
allowing your Golden to feel calmer in a 
contained space. Early exposure with short trips 
and a treat can make it a positive experience. In 
people terms, it’s the difference between people 
who love rollercoasters and those who fear them.

Ask GoldieAsk Goldie

IVY #3853IVY #3853

https://www.goldenrescue.ca
https://www.facebook.com/goldenrescuecanada
https://www.instagram.com/goldenrescuecanada/
https://www.pinterest.ca/goldenrescueca/
https://www.threads.net/@goldenrescuecanada
https://www.youtube.com/user/GoldenRescueCanada
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2026 CALENDAR
NOW AVAILABLE
Soon, we’ll be turning the page on 2025...can you believe  
how fast this year has gone by? Our 2026 calendar is here and,  
as always, it’s full of the most stunning Golden  
photos that will have you smiling all year round. 

They are now available in the GRRRR8 store!

Click HERE to order yours today
We guarantee you will smile...and laugh!

MEET & GREET SOL #4078

Sol has become a bona fide member of our family and while stray 
hair and dirt in every crevice of the house can drive one insane, we 
wouldn’t change a thing. She is our first family dog and we always 
hoped to be able to have her off leash though until very recently we 
didn’t think this would be possible. We found a group of lovely dogs 
who gather nightly in the green space in our neighborhood and with 
practice, we were able to let her run off leash. Sol has kept us on our 
toes and demonstrated the tenacity she no doubt learned in her first 
9 months on the streets of Cairo climbing under and over various 
fence iterations in our backyard (#mustgetthatbunnynextdoor). One 
of her nicknames is Houdini. We’ve installed a newer and taller 
fence, preventing any further attempts to use her old skills. When 
we got Sol, we already had two cats, Rex and Merlin. They weren’t 
too impressed, despite Sol’s enthusiastic efforts to befriend them; 
however, Merlin has finally come around.

Leah & Justin

https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/2026-calendar?_pos=1&_psq=2026+calendar&_ss=e&_v=1.0

https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/2026-calendar?_pos=1&_psq=2026+calendar&_ss=e&_v=1.0
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com
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Golden Rescue 
Visits Toronto 
Metropolitan 
University (TMU)
Golden Rescue volunteers, along with their 
beloved furbabies, recently visited students 
from the Faculty of Engineering at Toronto 
Metropolitan University to offer some much-
needed emotional support before midterm exams. 
The success of this visit highlighted the positive 
impact of canine comfort and we’re hoping to 
have more of these events at other post-secondary 
institutions in the future.

Held on the afternoon of October 23rd, the event 
was filled with wagging tails, smiling faces, and 
plenty of cuddles. Our ambassadors soaked up 
the affection and attention, while students found 
comfort and stress relief in their gentle company. 
It was a true win-win for everyone involved.

A huge thank you to all the Golden Rescue 
volunteers who brought cheer and support to the 
students at TMU. Sharing your time was greatly 
appreciated by the students, the organizers, and 
everyone at Golden Rescue. Thank you to our 
amazing Golden Rescue ambassadors:

•	 Billie Girl
•	 Charlie #4892
•	 Coach #3843
•	 Cooper #3375
•	 Emmy
•	 Jack #4614

•	 Jake
•	 Journey
•	 Lexi #4329
•	 Skyler #4922
•	 Suli #4801

https://www.goldenrescue.ca
https://www.facebook.com/goldenrescuecanada
https://www.instagram.com/goldenrescuecanada/
https://www.pinterest.ca/goldenrescueca/
https://www.threads.net/@goldenrescuecanada
https://www.youtube.com/user/GoldenRescueCanada


CLICK HERE FOR THE ORDER FORM

ANYWHERE
IN THE

WORLD!

Dinner for two

Licence #M802566

GRAND PRIZE
$30,000 travel voucher + $1,000 cash

SECOND PRIZE�
$5,000 travel voucher + $2,000 cash

THIRD PRIZE
$2,000 Viamede Resort gift certificate

DRAW DATE:  
FEBRUARY 14, 2026

TICKETS: 
$40 each or 3 for $100 (no limit) 

(maximum 5,000 tickets to be sold)

TO BUY TICKETS:  
Email wishbone@goldenrescue.ca or  
call 416-657-2445 or 1-866-712-8444
Tickets can only be bought by Ontario residents.

FABULOUS STOCKING 
STUFFERS!

https://www.goldenrescue.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/WL-order-form.pdf
mailto:wishbone%40goldenrescue.ca?subject=I%20want%20to%20purchase%20Wishbone%20Lottery%20Tickets%21
https://www.goldenrescue.ca
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Do all your Christmas shopping HERE while 
helping Goldens. The GR store is bursting with 

merchandise. There is a huge variety of clothing 
with over 20 fun slogans on t-shirts, hoodies, and 

sweatshirts in 10 great colours. There’s a huge 
selection of personalized gifts perfect for that 

hard-to-buy-for friend or family member. Check 
out the NEW Christmas ornaments. And don’t 

forget the ever-popular GR calendar or Christmas 
cards, mugs, wine/beer glasses and much, much 

more. There is literally something for everyone!

	 PERSONALIZE YOUR  
	 GIFTS THIS YEAR

The GR store has some amazing ‘personalized’ 
gifts using your favourite photos (must be ordered 

by December 8th for delivery before Christmas).

OUR THANK YOU TO YOU!!! 
If you spend $100, we will send  
you a GR water bottle and if you  
spend $200, we’ll also send  
you a set of four coasters.

A stunning CRYSTAL 
This personalized illuminated 
crystal sits on your desk, shelf 
or coffee table. The prefect gift 
for a hard-to-buy-for loved one.

Photographic CANVAS 
We’re sure you have lots of  
pics of your furbabies; however, 
this canvas looks like a 
painting. A great present for 
you or a loved one.

Personalized JIGSAW PUZZLE 
Send us your favourite photos 
and we’ll turn them into  
jigsaw puzzles ~ great for 
friends of any age.

The softest, comfiest BLANKET 
Picture your Golden or you and 
your Golden on this warm and 
fuzzy blanket as you sit by the 
fire. This has been a favourite 
and loved gift!

A most unique BIRDHOUSE 
Put your favourite Golden 
photos on this lovely bird 
house and get ready for 
spring. Surprise your friend 
or loved one with this unique 
personalized gift.

A very special  
CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT 
Imagine your furbaby hanging 
on your tree at Christmas. Just 
send a pic of your furbaby and 
the GR store will do the rest.

Oh, what fun it is to shop...Pawsitively Extraordinary GIFTS

https://www.goldenrescue.ca
https://www.facebook.com/goldenrescuecanada
https://www.instagram.com/goldenrescuecanada/
https://www.pinterest.ca/goldenrescueca/
https://www.threads.net/@goldenrescuecanada
https://www.youtube.com/user/GoldenRescueCanada
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/3d-optic-crystals?_pos=1&_psq=crystal&_ss=e&_v=1.0
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/canvas-gallery-personalized?_pos=1&_sid=9786cea73&_ss=r
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/puzzle-customized?_pos=1&_sid=00513744b&_ss=r
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/blankets-personalized?_pos=1&_sid=a96e73fb2&_ss=r 
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/birdhouse?_pos=1&_sid=da9acc596&_ss=r
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/ornaments-personalized?_pos=2&_sid=6707b0ce5&_ss=r


RESCUE HOTLINE: 1-416-657-2445 | 1-866-712-8444

DECEMBER 2025 | ISSUE 133

10

WHAT ELSE IS IN STORE? 3 OF OUR 18 NEW DESIGNS!

TEE         

HOODIE         

SWEATSHIRT

TEE      

HOODIE         

SWEATSHIRT

TEE         

HOODIE        

SWEATSHIRT

ALL 18 DESIGNS AVAILABLE IN TEES / HOODIES /  SWEATSHIRTS IN THESE 10 GREAT COLOURS!

https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/keep-calm-t-shirt?_pos=3&_sid=59831638f&_ss=r
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/keep-calm-hoodie?_pos=1&_sid=59831638f&_ss=r
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/keep-calm-sweater?_pos=2&_sid=59831638f&_ss=r
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/dog-hair-t-shirt?_pos=3&_sid=d874ed515&_ss=r
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/dog-hair-hoodie?_pos=1&_sid=d874ed515&_ss=r
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/dog-hair-sweater?_pos=2&_sid=d874ed515&_ss=r
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/coffee-golden-t-shirt?_pos=12&_sid=129cc1b2a&_ss=r
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/coffee-golden-hoodie?_pos=9&_sid=129cc1b2a&_ss=r
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/coffee-golden-sweater?_pos=8&_sid=129cc1b2a&_ss=r
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Click HERE to shop all GRRR8 s-wag OR scan the code!
HAPPY SHOPPING & THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

TEE         

HOODIE        

SWEATSHIRT

TEE      

HOODIE         

SWEATSHIRT

TEE         

HOODIE         

SWEATSHIRT

AND HERE’S 3 MORE – IN OUR GRRR8 STORE!

https://www.goldenrescue.ca
https://www.facebook.com/goldenrescuecanada
https://www.instagram.com/goldenrescuecanada/
https://www.pinterest.ca/goldenrescueca/
https://www.threads.net/@goldenrescuecanada
https://www.youtube.com/user/GoldenRescueCanada
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/life-happens-t-shirt?_pos=3&_sid=4f40eb080&_ss=r
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/life-happens-hoodie?_pos=2&_psq=life+happens&_ss=e&_v=1.0
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/life-happens-sweater?_pos=2&_sid=4f40eb080&_ss=r
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/share-your-life-t-shirt?_pos=3&_sid=052d9dc32&_ss=r
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/share-your-life-hoodie?_pos=1&_sid=052d9dc32&_ss=r
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/share-your-life-sweater?_pos=2&_sid=052d9dc32&_ss=r
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/love-my-golden-t-shirt?_pos=3&_sid=129cc1b2a&_ss=r
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/love-my-golden-hoodie?_pos=2&_sid=129cc1b2a&_ss=r
https://golden-rescue-store.myshopify.com/products/love-my-golden-sweater?_pos=1&_sid=129cc1b2a&_ss=r
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MARILYN WITH CASSANDRAMARILYN WITH CASSANDRA

Marilyn Burgess
Marylin and her husband rescued their first Golden 
from the SPCA. The experience was very rewarding 
and they fell in love with the breed. In time, 
Marilyn decided to look for further rescue activities 
and, during her online research, discovered Golden 
Rescue. Impressed with the website and overall 
professionalism, she decided to see how she could 
help. After their beloved Golden passed away, they 
felt that fostering might be the best way to fill 
the void in their life while helping other Goldens 
in need. Fortunately for GR, Marilyn has been an 
active superstar volunteer ever since. In under 
two years, she and her husband have fostered 
five Goldens and Marilyn continues to help in a 
number of other areas, including the care team. 
This is a labour of love for Marilyn as she loves 
hearing all the success stories GR adopters have 
experienced. If that wasn’t enough Marilyn also 
joined the Wishbone Lottery team and is now 
spearheading the DIY fundraising team. Marilyn 
loves being involved with Golden Rescue. This is 
what she says; “Since getting involved with Golden 
Rescue, I know I have made a difference in the 
lives of Goldens looking for a second chance and I 
have made new friends along the way. I cannot say 
enough about this amazing organization.” And we 
can’t say enough about you, Marilyn. Your passion, 
professionalism, and compassion make you a joy 
to work with. Thank you for coming to our rescue!

Meet an outstanding volunteer ~ a golden angel with a golden heart!

GOLDEN ANGEL
Shadow #1342

It’s hard to put into words; however, Dante 
has been an amazing, lovely, easy boy since 
the day we adopted him over 8 years ago. 
He is loved so very much by our family. 
He has never chewed or stolen anything 
in the house. He can be left alone and 
patiently waits for us to return. He loves 
being outside and does not seem to mind 
if it is snowy or raining. In the middle of 
winter, he will happily roll in the snow every 
chance he gets. Dante loves walking on 
the trail close to our house where he goes 
multiple times a day. He is very gentle and 
has helped children who are scared of dogs 
overcome their fear. His favourite pastime 
is swimming...he is a true Golden in that 
way. He also loves his food, with possibly 
cheese being his favourite but we have 
never seen him turn up his nose at anything 
except food 
with medication 
hidden in it ~ he 
cannot be fooled. 
He prefers his 
routine and is very 
calm in his own 
environment. We 
are very grateful to 
Golden Rescue for 
choosing us to be 
his family.

Laura & Brian

MEET & GREET
DANTE #2425

https://www.goldenrescue.ca/volunteers/golden-angels/
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Woof...woof. Oh boy, I was so excited when I heard there was an 
email from Golden Rescue just for me. My tail hasn’t stopped 
wagging since. Life here is great. My humans are always around, 
which means plenty of belly rubs, ear scratches, and snacks (though 
I could always use more). The little ones sometimes put funny things 
on me, but I’m a good girl, so I sit still even if I’d rather be chasing 
rabbits outside. Speaking of outside, I love to run especially when I 
get to go to Lake Superior. Oh, the freedom...the water...the smells. 
Nothing beats a day of splashing around and rolling in the sand. 
And car rides? Don’t even get me started. I could ride forever with 
my nose out the window. I was adopted when I was five months old, 
and since then, I’ve made so many new friends. I also have a very 
important job: neighborhood watchdog. Every day, I make sure to 
bark at all the dogs walking past my window. They need to know that 
I see them and take my duties seriously. Oh, and don’t worry...I’m 
in good paws when it comes to my health. I have the most amazing 
and caring vet who always makes sure I’m feeling my best. Anyway, 
I should probably go check the window again. You never know when 
a squirrel might appear. Thanks for writing to me. If you ever need a 
buddy for a swim, hike or a long car ride, I’m your girl. Tail wags and 
happy barks!

Nora

Rory has settled so well into life with us and Zola, our Bernadoodle, 
and life in Canada. We were a little nervous as first time ‘rescue 
pawrents’; however, we have had such an amazing experience with 
him. He really just wanted to be loved and to have a family to call 
his own. The changes we have seen in him since we adopted him 
in September 2022 are remarkable and we are very proud of how 
far he has come both physically and personality wise. Rory is a 
homebody. He loves his home and his backyard. He has a standing 
monthly spaw date with Zola ~ he loves his grooming appointments 
with people fussing over him. He has achieved a healthy weight and 
maintains it. He gets lots of exercise on walks and tearing around 
the backyard with Zola. He is a very typical retriever ~ loves his 
food, steals gloves, hats, and socks, and has vain attempts to catch 
squirrels and chipmunks. He is such a handsome heartbreaker, we 
get many compliments about him. We are pleased to report he’s 
also recently added handsome male model and local celebrity to 
his resume. A photo of him was featured on the cover of the local 
brewery dog calendar with all proceeds going to their chosen charity. 
Rory was happy to help pay it forward.

Fiona & Simon

MEET & 
GREET  
RORY 

#4187

MEET & 
GREET  
NORA 
#4367

https://www.goldenrescue.ca
https://www.facebook.com/goldenrescuecanada
https://www.instagram.com/goldenrescuecanada/
https://www.pinterest.ca/goldenrescueca/
https://www.threads.net/@goldenrescuecanada
https://www.youtube.com/user/GoldenRescueCanada
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Chelsie Abraham 
Jane Adams & John Morrison   
Robyne Ahmed
Kimberly Allen   
Jane Allin     
Simon Alway  
Carmen Anderson
Ingrid Andrejsons
Henry Anzarouth
Mardie Atkins
Ana Avramovic 
Esther Backler 
David Bailey
Teresa Bailey     
Jane & Geoff Bainton
Joni Baran
David Barder
Andreah Barker
Val Barker
Deborah Barnett    
Bev & Ross Bartlett 
Lynn Bearden    	
Nancy Beatty  
Guylaine Belanger  
Sandra Bell    
Mary Bellinger 
Andy Bernans
Bev Biggley  
John Black 
Kelly Blais
Ann Sutherland Boal
Carrie Bockus
Pat Boeckner    
Diana Boehm   
Terri Bolster 
Dan Botnick   

Suzanne Bouvrette-Hurst    
Kathryn Bracken
Pauline Bradley 
Dave Brooks    
Martine Brouillet    
Sue & Stan Brown    
Debbie Browning
Suzanne Brydges	    
Jurgen Burklen
Kim Burns
Rachel & Don Burrows
Belinda Butler
Cynthia Calluori & Ross 

Duggan
Janice Campbell
Sam & Matt Campbell
Val Cao
Deborah Carter
Joanne Cartwright   
Dana Caverly
Joanne Celentano 
Amy Chan  
Marianne Chant
Gloria Chapin
Richard Charron
Conrad Cheong
Cris Chiaromonte
Wini Chiu	
Dougal Clark
Cynthia Clarke    
Joanne Cliffe
Ginette Cochrane
Ross Comanic   
Jake Cormier
Darlene Cort
Sharon Cousineau

Joe Cousins      
Sherry Cox        
Janet Culbert Ferguson
Karolina Cwiek
Joey Dahlstrom
Pamela Dalton
Carol Davidson
Marylee Davies
Julia DeBoo
Renny DeGroot-MacKinnon  
Fay deMelo 
Andrea DiCicco
Dan Diver 
Corie Dixon  
Hilary Dore
John Doucette
Wanetta Doucette-Goodman    
Anastassia & Chris Duncan
Lori Anne Dunn
Gillian Dunne  
Elizabeth Durie    
Edie Dyer
Carol & Brian Ecker
Alison Edward
Jane Edward
Deborah Elliott
Erin Elliott
Melissa & Peter Ennett
Patricia Enright    
Pam Erskine   
Jackie Esmonde
Christine Ferguson
Heather Ferguson    
Gisel Fernandez
Jennifer Fernhout
Pat Fillery

Diane Fitzgerald   
Patricia Flemming
Katherine Fletcher   
Margaret E. Fox-Revett
Monica & Chris Fralick   
Sandra Frost 
Caroline Fusco   
Susan Gannon    
Steve Gatto 
Colleen Gerrie
Heather Gilboe   
Patricia Gilchrist
Dean Gilham
Wendy Gillespie 
Gillespie Prof. Corp.   
Patricia Gill
Dale Goddard
Jessica & Brad Goetz
Nadine Gordon
Janice Goth
Amanda Graham
Emily Graham
Jane Graham
Phyllis Graham   
Heather Grant
Colleen Greenman & Walter 

Thompson
Margaret Guest
Henry Guldie 
Gisele Gunderman      
Kelly Hackett
Karin Hahn & Robert Dixon
Lisa Hahn
Tiffany Haldon
Sandie Halyk
Mark Hampson 

Nathalee Hansen
Anthony Harrison   
Margo Harrison
Susan Harrison
Carolyn & Alan Hart    
Pat Hart  
Barbara Heaps
Jude Heather
Sandra Heathfield
Elizabeth Heels
Paula Henchion
Karen & Roy Henderson
Julie & Kerry Hendren   
Kimberley Hibbs
Yvonne Hiemstra
Marie & Art Hill
Cynthia & Joe Howe
Philipp Hubert
Christine Hueniken Blundell
Carole & Wayne Ingram
Shelley Ingratta
Catherine Ishmael
Janemarie Isnor
Cassie Jackson
Ingrid Jacobson
Jody Johnson
Julie Jones
Marc Jones    
Susan Joyce   
Diana Jubb 
Cyrus Kakalia    
Annie & Kevin Kaposy 
Sue Kazienko
Natalee Kazor
Sandra Kelly    
Sharon & Gary Kelly   

John Kennedy
Jennifer Kerr
Kari Kerr
Georgina & Kevin Keyte    
Janice Khachi
Karen & Bruce Kilpatrick
Pat Kirby
Lynda & Vaughan Kitson  
Adrian Kulakowsky
Heather Kubovic 
Whitney Kwan       
Anita & Dennis Ladd
Vera Lam
Michele Lamont
Anna Lapierre           
Deborah & Robert Lavallee    
Patty Lechten
Cammie Lee & Dean Krumes 
Elizabeth Lee
Jennifer Lee
Kathleen & Scott Lee
Vanessa Lee  
Kate Leithwood
Mavis & John Lenhardt
Paul Lethbridge
Kar Wei Selina Leung
Peggy Leung
Brigitte Levesque
Rita Lichimo 
Ying-Tzy Sharon Lin    
Barbara Lonsbury 
Susan Lumbers 
Penny-Lynn Lummis
Kimberly Mack 
Ann-Marie Mackey   
Nancy MacPherson-Balfour

MONTHLY DONORS: We thank you for your Golden heart...and cherish your passion & commitment!

G   LDEN RETRIEVER BELIEVER CLUB
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JOIN THIS COMPASSIONATE & GENEROUS GROUP OF SUPPORTERS!  
BECOME A MONTHLY DONOR NOW & MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN A GOLDEN’S LIFE!

Donate by clicking HERE OR email board@goldenrescue.ca.

Heather Marsden-Glen	
Leila & Earl Marshall
Leslie Marshall
Nadine Marshall
Patti & Harry Matheis    
Cynthia Mazur
Bev Mazza      
Sara & David McAllister  
Fred McArthur    
Harriet McCabe
Christina McCarthy  
Joan McCartney
Kim McConnery  
Mavourneen McHenry
Sam & Colin McInerney-

Lacombe		
Peggy McKeil
Katherine McKenzie    
Kevin McLaughlin    
Denise McMillan
Mary McMulkin
Ian McNeil  	
Carole McPhee    
Paula & Sam McPherson
Jane Mehlenbacker    
Maureen Meredith
Penny Mickle
Shelly Molyneaux
Patrick Mooney
Ann Moore
Jennifer Moorlag    
Margot Morissette  
Vi Muller

Liz Murray    
Karin & Peter Mussen
Ashley Nadon
Lori Nadon
Lynda & Dennis Norsworthy
Roberta Northey   
Jeremy O’Neill
Kari O’Rourke
Teresa Osika
Anna Orlov
Paula Osmok
Jocelyn Pacheco
Linda Paris-Evans
Jennifer & Harry Park        
Jacqueline Parker
Cheryl Parsons
Fabrizio Patuelli
Amanda Pearson
Austin Peck
Heather Perry
Joan Pettie  
Terri & Denis Pilon
Lisa Planz
Barbara Pollard		
Rose Pollock
Carol Pope
Rita Pow
Maggie & Chris Pugh
Shirley Quehl		
Iain Rankin     
Jan & Trevor Raymond
Joseph Raymond
Margaret Reade    

Jayne Rees
Kelly Reichstein    
Suzanne Reid-Skidmore 
Carol & Randy Reso 	
Santiago Reyes-Borda    
Tim Reynolds
Beth Richardson    	
Gail & Berry Richardson    
Noah Richler    
Jane Riddell	   	      
Janet Ronald
Molly Ross
Kim Rumble
Nicole Sali
Art Salmon   	
Audrey Sandrin    
Barbara & Thomas Savary
Merisha Savic
Maria Schembri    
Carolynn & Alen Schiller
Carol & Tom Schoeps
Stephanie Schone
Catherine Schweizer
Cindy Scianitti 
Elsie Scott
Gary Scott   
Mary & Robin Scott
Cynthia & Kevin Self
Barbara Semple
Mary & Newman Seto      
Julia & Les Siddall   
Chuck Skitch    
Trish Slater

Christine Smith
Gloria Smith    
Janice & Ian Smith
Sue & James Smith  
Ruth Sowrey
Joan & John Stalker
Samara Starkman
Allison Steele
Cynthia Stewart    
Jillian & Chris Stewart
Joan Stewart-Gay    
Laurie Stillwaugh
Michelle Stockwell  
John Summers
Ann Sylvia
Viive Tamm
Jocelyn Tapping-Minns    
Robert Taubman    
Jane Taylor
Anne-Marie Tetrault
Kim Theling
Katherine Thomas

Liz Thorne 
Louis Thouin
Rebecca Tingley 
Bonni Titgemeyer  
Christine Tomaselli
Norman Trottier
Suzanne Trumpour
Terri Truong
Dianne Tschirhart
Noel Tsui
Susan Tullock
Rene Vanderlubbe 
Cathy Vandervoet         
Viamede Resort ~ The Maggy 

Fund    
Rajagopal Viswanathan & 

Hycinth Gomez
Patricia Wallwork
Bonnie & Dan Waterfield 
Elizabeth Watling
Heather Watts   

Carol Weale
Chris Webb
Tammy Wesley
Yvonne Whalen
Cheryl Whiteman
Kim Williams  
Patricia & Rob Williams    	
Elizabeth Wilson    
Ellen Wilson
Jean & Warren Wilson 
Lee-Anne & Bruce Wilson  
Diana Wood 
Liz Wood   
Tia Wood
Deborah Woods
Leona Wysminity
Murray Young
Jennifer Zelovitzky
Ron Ziernicki

Thank YouThank You
Retriever BelieversRetriever Believers

https://www.goldenrescue.ca
https://www.facebook.com/goldenrescuecanada
https://www.instagram.com/goldenrescuecanada/
https://www.pinterest.ca/goldenrescueca/
https://www.threads.net/@goldenrescuecanada
https://www.youtube.com/user/GoldenRescueCanada
https://www.goldenrescue.ca/donate/
mailto:board%40goldenrescue.ca?subject=I%20want%20to%20become%20a%20monthly%20donor%21
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Bentley #3455
Bentley is doing wonderfully well. It’s hard to believe it’s been 
more than four years since he joined our family. We are now both 
retired so he’s loving having us home all the time, but we’ve also 
become empty nesters with both our girls away at university and 
I think he misses them. This is a funny side story, but I’ve been 
working on a movie script in my retirement and Bentley is in it. 
It’s a heartwarming Christmas movie of a community that rallies 
together to put on a nativity pageant. When the family barn, where 
the pageant is traditionally held, burns down, they decide to hold it 
at a local brewery and hilarity ensues. Bentley is the family dog and 
during the dress rehearsal, Bentley eats all the pumpkin squares 
off the table in the brewery. This is a true-to-life story. When we 
got Bentley, we fed him some pumpkin on his food to help with his 
digestive system as he acclimatized to Canada and on Christmas eve, 
he ate half my homemade pumpkin pie from the counter. He never 
ceases to make us laugh.

Laurie & Dave

Calvin #4155
About Calvin...has very furry paws and a goofy, playful heart. Calvin 
shares his life with us and his Golden siblings ~ 7-year-old Deacon 
and 4-year-old Clementine who is also a rescue. Calvin has food 
guarding issues with other dogs but never with humans. We mitigate 
this by keeping them separated for food and treats. We believe that 
love and understanding can overcome anything. Calvin is a highly 
energetic, playful 3-year-old boy who came to us at the age of 10 
months. He was eager to learn and trained easily. He’s willing to 
do anything especially if treats are involved. He loves to run in the 
snow in winter and play in his puppy pool in summer, snapping and 
leaping at water from the garden hose. Calvin is loyal. He chose me 
(Kia) as his person from day one and follows me around everywhere. 
He is protective, putting himself solidly between me and any people 
he doesn’t know and watches them intently. But he’s friendly and 
can be bribed with treats. Calvin is truly my heart-dog, my little man, 
my puppy love.

Kia & John

MEET & 
GREET

MEET & 
GREET



GOLDENRESCUE.CA    |    

ISSUE 133 | DECEMBER 2025

17

Sat, Dec 6th
Ottawa Farmers’ Christmas Market  

Ottawa (ON)
10 am – 2 pm

Sat & Sun, Dec 6th-7th  
Sat & Sun, Dec 13th-14th

Oshawa Markets – Oshawa (ON)
10 am – 4 pm

Sat & Sun Dec 6th & 7th 
Santa Paws at PetValu 

Bowmanville (Clarington Centre, 2379 Hwy #2)
11 am – 3 pm

Tuesday, January 20th 
Markham at the Movies – Markham (ON)

6 pm – 7 pm

Help us spread the GOLDEN word!
We need YOU ~ volunteers and visitors! If you are interested in 

volunteering with your Golden for a few hours, send an email to our 
events team at events@goldenrescue.ca. Indicate which event you 

would like to help with and the hours you are available. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

LEVI #3232

“Why, yes Santa, I AM A GOOD BOY! Who told you???”

GOLDEN MOMENTS©
TELL YOUR FRIENDS, MARK YOUR  

CALENDARS, AND HOPE TO SEE YOU SOON!

Quote of the month
Here’s a tip: Ring your 

doorbell on your way to 
bed at night. This will clear 
the dogs off your bed long 
enough for you to get in 
and get comfortable. 
Fran

https://www.goldenrescue.ca
https://www.facebook.com/goldenrescuecanada
https://www.instagram.com/goldenrescuecanada/
https://www.pinterest.ca/goldenrescueca/
https://www.threads.net/@goldenrescuecanada
https://www.youtube.com/user/GoldenRescueCanada
mailto:events%40goldenrescue.ca?subject=I%20want%20to%20volunteer%20at%20GR%20Events%21
https://www.goldenrescue.ca/upcoming-events/
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Golden Retrievers are known as natural fetchers, 
as their name implies. Sometimes, though, their 
most important ‘fetch’ is thousands of views 
and a forever family. Through Golden Rescue’s 
social media team, the opportunity to learn about 
rescue and find a family is easier than ever. Gone 
are the days of finding a pup to adopt in the 
Pennsysaver (did we just age ourselves?) ~ now 
we have a plethora of online platforms to spread 
the word, and Golden Rescue has dedicated, 
creative volunteers to manage the ever-growing 
world of social media.

Social media (or digital media) is so much 
more than a quick Facebook post of a cute 
Golden. Our volunteers create content related to 
outreach, fundraising, awareness, and adoptions 
using graphics, videos, and words to advertise 
what Golden Rescue does and how people 
can get involved. There are multiple platforms 
to manage ~ Facebook, Instagram, Threads, 
YouTube, Pinterest...and whichever new digital 
media source appears next. There are also 
‘eblasts’ or blast emails to our mailing list about 
Goldens ready for adoption, events, volunteer 
opportunities or fundraising.

Once content is posted or emailed, there are 
questions and comments to follow up on, and in 
a fast-paced digital world, time is of the essence. 
Our volunteers are passionate about what they do 
and work with other areas of Golden Rescue (such 
as the foster and placement teams) to share the 
most up-to-date and accurate information about 

our Goldens ready for adoption and our initiative 
is to respond to posts within two hours.

In addition to a passion for the cause, volunteers 
on the social media Team must be organized 
and strong communicators. Having a plan and 
a schedule with lots of reminders helps, but 
so is being adaptable when new information 
is available, such as when a new Golden is 
ready for adoption. The team works in rotation 
to ensure that posts and responses are timely. 
Of course, volunteers having a basic grasp of 
the platforms we use is helpful; however, we 
have a robust training program for the team to 
ensure consistency and that answers to common 
questions are readily available to the volunteers.

As online resources have grown, so has our team! 
From 3 volunteers 10 years ago to over 30 today, 
each volunteer takes responsibility for education, 
awareness, and finding forever families for 
Goldens very seriously. It is important to keep 
content fresh and to be able to reach different 
demographics to grow Golden Rescue’s loyal 
following. Fortunately, this dedication pays off 
when a beautiful Golden finds their forever family 
and the adopter experiences the joy of having a 
new, furry family member.

Have any photos of your rescued Golden 
or one of our events that our social media 
team could use? Reach out to our team to 
share: socialmedia@goldenrescue.ca 

BEHIND-THE-SCENES AT GOLDEN RESCUE

SOCIAL MEDIA YES, I DO KNOW WHERE 
YOUR SOCKS ARE!

And I believe you know 
where the treats are!

mailto:socialmedia%40goldenrescue.ca?subject=%5BEnter%20Your%20Golden%E2%80%99s%20Name%20and%20Rescue%20%23%5D%20Event%20Photos
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Vee #4776

Adopted by Leona & Darrell Frankie #4945

Adopted by Jackie & Rob
Bentley #4930Adopted by Cheryl

Abby #4981Adopted by Christine & Bruce

Lucy #4983

Adopted by Janet & Steve Pollo #4989

Adopted by Brigitte & Peter
Mira #4984Adopted by Amy & Trevor

Prince #4995Adopted by Viive & Iain

WELCOME TO THE

GOLDEN FAMILY

https://www.goldenrescue.ca
https://www.facebook.com/goldenrescuecanada
https://www.instagram.com/goldenrescuecanada/
https://www.pinterest.ca/goldenrescueca/
https://www.threads.net/@goldenrescuecanada
https://www.youtube.com/user/GoldenRescueCanada
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WELCOME TO THE

GOLDEN  
FAMILY

HOLDING ALL ADOPTIONS
From December 15th until the New Year, we 
temporarily stop the adoption process. We would 
like you to understand why...and here are the 
reasons.

Firstly, it is very important for a newly adopted 
Golden to join his/her forever family when 
things are at their most ‘normal’. The Christmas 
holidays are anything but ‘normal’ in most 
households ~ it’s a hectic time of year with more 
of everything ~ more travelling, more time away 
from home shopping and visiting, more guests, 
more food...and this can be very stressful for your 
new Golden family member.

Secondly, our dedicated volunteers are also busy 
with their families and need a well-deserved 
break during the holidays.

And lastly and most importantly, of the millions 
of homeless pets in North America, many were 
surrendered or abandoned as a result of an 
‘impulse’ buy, so we support ‘no pet buying (or 
adopting)’ at Christmas.

In the meantime, all the Goldens in our program 
are happily spending Christmas with their 
wonderful foster families...so all are safe and 
sound.

Gracie #4996

Adopted by Geraldine & George

Rollo #5003

Adopted by Annie & Marc Idgy #5009Adopted by Nikki & Cheryl

Rooster #5038

Adopted by Tara & Darryl

Cooper #5001Adopted by Jane
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We picked up Ringo at Toronto Pearson 
Airport on October 26, 2019 when he 
wasn’t even quite a year old. He’s almost 
7 now. We fell in love instantly. He was 
a shy, scared little boy; however, by the 
time we arrived home, he was comfortable 
enough to eat dinner and jump up on 
the couch and lay on our lap. Ringo has 
the kindest, most gentle soul we’ve ever 
experienced. He has eyes that can see 
into your heart. He loves to play and has 
an endless choice of toys. He loves his 
walks, belly rubs, rolling in the snow, 
and spa days. We love this beautiful boy 
endlessly and are so grateful to Golden 
Rescue for bringing him into our lives.

Kim & David

Rosie has been a wonderful addition to 
our family and we feel so lucky to have 
her! She has been loving sniff walks, 
her new friend Bella the Bernese, sweet 
potato treats, and most of all...cuddling. 
We absolutely adore her and we are so 
excited for all of the memories we get to 
make with her! Thank you so much for 
giving us our furbaby.

Matalynn & Andrew

MEET & GREET MEET & GREET

RINGO #3213
Rusty is great. After two successful hip 
surgeries the first year we had him, he 
was better than ever and you would 
never know that there had been anything 
wrong with his hips ~ especially when he 
‘supermans’ off the deck to chase rabbits 
and squirrels. He is sweet and gentle 
and everybody absolutely loves him. He 
loves to play and be outside. We have a 
big backyard which abuts onto two school 
fields and he sits at the back fence and 
lets all the kids come and pat him. He’s 
better known in the neighbourhood than 
we are. Our next-door neighbours now 
have a Golden and the two are becoming 
best buds. See Rusty again on the next 
page with his Christmas pickle...he loves 
to play and snuggle with them.

Diana

MEET & GREET

RUSTY #3075

ROSIE #5019

https://www.goldenrescue.ca
https://www.facebook.com/goldenrescuecanada
https://www.instagram.com/goldenrescuecanada/
https://www.pinterest.ca/goldenrescueca/
https://www.threads.net/@goldenrescuecanada
https://www.youtube.com/user/GoldenRescueCanada


RESCUE HOTLINE: 1-416-657-2445 | 1-866-712-8444

DECEMBER 2025 | ISSUE 133

22

LOOK BACK AND BE   

grateful
LOOK AHEAD AND BE   

hopeful
LOOK AROUND AND BE   

helpful

Click HERE  
to donate!

Help our future 
Goldens by becoming 
a monthly donor ~ any 
amount is appreciated 
~ nothing is too big or 
too small. Or make a 
one-time donation. RUSTY #3075RUSTY #3075

https://www.goldenrescue.ca/donate/

